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Council  Offices, 

RADCLIFFE, 

March,  1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  ofl  the  Radcliffe  Urban  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1925,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  arrangfement  of  the  report  is  in  accordance  with  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  648, 
dated  December  10th,  1925.  The  Ministry  ask  that,  at  the  end  of 
each  quinquennial  period,  the  Annual  Report  shall  be  detailed  in 
character  and  give  a  survey  of  the  extent  and  nature  of  the 
changes  made  during  the  previous  five  years  in  the  public  health 
services  of  the  area,  with  an  account  of  the  progress  made  during 
that  period  in  the  improvement  of  the  public  health.  The  year 
1925  marks  the  end  of  one  of  these  periods  and  so  this  report  is  a 
survey  report  of  the  character  indicated. 

In  submitting  the  report,  I  am  carrying  out  my  last  official 
duty  in  the  district.  I  therefore  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Dr.  Browne, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Dr.  Scarr,  and  the 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  encouragement  in 
every  phase  of  my  work.  I  wish  to  thank  also  the  Clerk  and 
other  officials  for  their  advice  and  assistance  at  all  times;  and, 
lastly,  I  must  place  on  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  Members  of 
the  Health  and  School  Medical  Staff,  who  have  been  so  closely 
associated  with  me  in  the  Council’s  service.  Any  success  which 
may  have  attended  my  work  has  been  due  in  no  small  measure 
to  their  loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  GIBSON. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RADCLIFFE. 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) .  3,082 

Population  (Census  1921)  2-1,769 

Population  (estimated  1926)  .  26,270 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  (1921) .  6.088 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  6,162 

Rateable  value . £167,652 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £620 


II.— PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  situated  in  a  narrow  portion  of  the  valley  of 
the  River  Irwell,  the  lowest  point  being  200  feet  above  ordnance 
datum,  rising  rapidly  on  the  south  side  to  430  feet.  It  is  divided 
into  four  wards,  whose  areas  are  as  follows  : — 

Black  Lane  Ward  .  1,660  acres. 

Radcliffe  Bridge  W  ard .  250  ,, 

Radcliffe  Hall  Ward .  532  ,, 

Stand  Lane  Ward  .  640  ,, 

In  Black  Lane  W^ard,  which  comprises  the  northerly  and 
westerly  portions  of  the  district,  the  ground  is  undulating  in 
character,  with  considerable  stretches  of  flat  land  suitable  for 
liousing  developments. 

Stand  Lane  Ward,  comprising  the  southerly  portion  of  the 
district,  is  hilly  and  uneven  throughout,  whilst  Radcliffe  Hall 
Ward,  forming  the  easterly  portion  of  the  district,  is  low-lying  and 
flat,  and  is,  as  a  consequence,  difficult  to  drain. 

Radcliffe  Bridge  Ward  occupies  the  centre  of  the  area,  and  is 
the  most  lhi('kly  populated  of  Ihc  WTirds,  with  very  little  space  left 
for  further  housing  extension. 
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Occupations  at  w  liieli  more  than 

Number 

Death 

s  D’lli  rale 

500  persons  were  employed 

employed 

in 

per 

in  1921. 

in  1921. 

1925 

thous’d. 

Textile  Workers  . 

6074 

65 

10 

Metal  W  orkers  . 

898 

12 

13 

Commercial,  Finance  and  Insurance  819 

1 

1 

Warehousemen,  Storekeepers  and 

701 

Printers,  Bookbinders  and 

Photographers  . 

631 

7 

11 

Mining  and  Quarrving  . 

591 

11 

18 

Transport  Workers  . 

590 

5 

8 

Clerks  and  Draughtsmen  . 

514 

3 

5 

In  the  first  column  of  the  list 

given  abov 

e  arc 

shown  the 

chief  occupations  of)  local  residents  ;  the  numbers  shown  as  em¬ 
ployed  in  each  g-roup  are  those  given  in  the  census  of  1921.  The 
influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  health  can  be  usually  be 
gauged  by  its  death  rate  and  for  purposes  of  comparison  the  total 
deaths  in  1925  arc  shown  in  the  third  column,  whilst  the  fourth  col¬ 
umn  shows  the  relationship  between  these  deaths  and  the  numbers 
employed  in  1921.  These  figures  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
occupations  of  mining  and  quarrying  have  the  most  prejudic'ial 
effects  on  health  but  the  numbers  under  consideration  are  so  small 
that  just  compari.sons  are  not  feasible.  The  fallacy  of  jumping  to 
conclusions  would  be  apparent  if  the  figures  for  agriculture 
and  professional  occupations  were  included.  These  occupations 
are  wdl  known  to  be  among  the  very  lowest  so  flar  as  mortality 
figures  are  concerned,  yet  according  to  the  deaths  recorded  In  this 
district  last  year,  their  rates  per  thousand  readied  the  high  figures 
of  67  and  31  respectively.  Taking  figures  for  other  years  into 
consideration,  it  is  believed  that  no  particular  trade  or  oeeiipation 
has  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  public  health  of  the  district 


6 


111— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births  for  1926. 


Males  Females  Total 
Legitimate  .  186  168  364 

Illegitimate  .  2  6  8 

Total .  188  174  362 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  .  168  204  362 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  14.3 


Deaths  of  infants : 

Legitimate  .  22 

Illegitimate  .  1 

Total  .  23 


Death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  births  .  63 


Mean  rates  for  past  30  years 


Mean  of  5  years  Birth  Rate 

1896-1899  27.4 

1900-1904  26.0 

1905-1909  22.5 

1910-1914  19.2 

1915-1919  16.2 

1920-1924  17.9 

Year — 

1924  15.4 

1926  14.3 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1926 
on  mean  of  6  years 

1920-1924  —3.6 

Previous  years  — 1.1 


Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  from 
Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  1  yr.  to 
1,000  Births 

17.8 

0.87 

192 

18.2 

1.09 

178 

16.1 

0.84 

142 

14.0 

0.76 

129 

16.6 

0.97 

113 

13.4 

0.66 

94 

14.1 

0.47 

102 

14.3 

0.63 

63 

+  0.9 

+0.03 

—31 

+  0.2 

+  0.16 

—39 

Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate 


Year  • 

02 

03 

04- 

05 

oe 

07 

08 

09 

10  n 

12  13 

14- 

15  16  17 

18 

19 

20 

2  1.22 

23 

24- 

Achual 

17-7 

Z87 

»7-3 

19  6 
24Z 

16-4 

23-8 

15-6 

23-1 

lS-4 

2Z2 

13-0 

22  a 

15*1 

20-7 

12-9  16-4 

i9-09  18-5 

13-5  13-7 
1972  19-61 

13-43 

19-46 

17-7  11-85  14-79 
17-62  16-39  13-03 

1649 

14-71 

l8-3 

13-3 

21-3 

11-9  14-2 
19-  17-4 

13-6 

16-5 

14  1 

15-4 
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Birth  Rate,  Doalh  Ralt^  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  showing 
figures  for  England  and  Wales,  I.onclon,  eto.  for  the  year  1925. 


Birth 
rate 
pe*r  100( 
total 

Il¬ 

lation 

;\ll 

C'ausc* 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1000 

T-*  1  ••  Kate 

Population  4QQQ 

per 

Birl  hs 

C 

c  t> 

Small-pox 

Measles  , 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Violence 

Diarrhoea  ' 

and  enteritis  ‘ 

(under  two  i 

>eiirsj  ._| 

Total  Deaths  | 

(under  one 
>ear) 

Iji£;land  and  ^^'alos  . 

18.3 

12.2 

0.01 

'0.00  0.13 

0.03  0.15  0.07 

0.32  0.47  8.4 

~T5~ 

105  Count \  Ilorouijhs  and 

1 

Circat  Towns  including 

;  j 

I.ondon  . 

18.8 

12.2 

t*H 

o 

o 

o.od  o.i7 

0.03  0.18|  0.09 

0.3'Q'  0.4^  10.8 

79 

157  Smaller  Towns  (1925 

1 

Adjusted  Po|)ulalions, 

1 

20.000-^0,000)  . 

18.3 

11.2 

0.01 

0.00  0.15 

0.02  0.14  0.06 

0.31  0.38  7.6 

74 

London  . 

18.0 

11.7 

0.01 

0.00  0.08 

0.02  O.igj  0.11 

0.23  0.46  10.6 

67 

RADCLIFFE  . 

14.3 

14.3 

0.00 

o.od  0.07 

0.00  0.23  0.03 

0.47  0.63  2.7 

63 

The  figures  and  curves  on  the  previous  page  show  that  the 
birth  rate  has  fallen  steadil)'  during  recent  years.  The  sharp  fall 
which  occurred  during  the  war  was  to  some  extent  balanced  by  a 
temporary  rise  immediately  afterwards  but  the  downward  ten¬ 
dency  soon  asserted  itself  and  the  birth  rate  is  now  roughly  half 
of  what  it  was  30  years  ago.  The  death  rate  also  has  fallen 
during  these  years,  but  to  nothing  like  the  same  extent ;  in  fact, 
for  the  past  5  or  10  years,  the  rate  has  been  almost  stationary  and 
last  year  a  slight  increase  was  recorded.  The  figures  in  one  of 
the  tables  given  above  show  that  the  rate  is  higher  than  the 
average  for  towns  of  similar  size  so  that  a  further  reduction  i.  ay 
reasonably  be  expected,  but  the  rate  recorded  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  is  now  approaching  tlie  “irreducible  minimum’’;  while  the 
expectancy  of  life  may  be  lengthened  and  has  been  lengthened 
considerably,  death,  in  the  long  run,  must  prove  victorious. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  local  births  and  deaths 
last  year  were  exactly  equal.  Excluding  the  war  years  viien 
conditions  were  abnormal,  last  year  was  the  first  in  which  the 
births  were  balanced  by  the  deaths.  For  the  time  being,  the 
natural  increase  in  population  has  ceased  and  judging  bv  the 
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fallinj:^  birth  rate,  it  is  probable  that  future  years  may  show 
instead  a  natural  decrease.  However,  the  p>opulation  of  the 
district  is  not  likely  to  be  much  altered  for  many  years  on  this 
account  as  it  is  influenced  to  a  greater  extent  by  migration  which 
in  turn  depends  upon  the  conditions  of  trade  prevailing  in  the 
area. 


'I'he  causes  of  death  were  as  Ibllows  : — 

Measles  . 2 

Whooping  Cough  .  6 

Diphtheria  .  1 

Influenza  .  12 

Encephalitis  Lcthargica  .  1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .  16 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  .  4 

Cancer,  malignant  diseases  .  46 

Rheumatic  fever  .  1 

Diabetes  .  5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  28 

Heart  disease  .  68 

Arterio  sclerosis  .  12 

Bronchitis  .  27 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  .  3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum  .  6 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) .  1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  .  6 

Accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 

parturition  .  2 

Congenial  debility  and  malformation, 

premature  birth  .  9 

Suicide  .  3 

Other  deaths  from  violence  .  16 

Other  defined  diseases  .  76 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown .  1 


All  Causes 


362 


Year 


I 

I 


i 

i 


200i 


(90 


180 


170 


I6C 


150 


140 


130 


120 


110 


IOC 


90 


80 


70 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 


60 
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The  only  disease  or  group  of  diseases  which  have  been 
increasing  and  causing  more  deatlis  year  by  year  are  those  in¬ 
cluded  under  the  heading  of  Cancer.  This  increase  is  not  by  any 
means  confined  to  Radcliflfe  for  the  Registrar  General’s  figures 
show  that  it  is  universal  throughout  the  country.  Cancer  is 
essentially  a  disease  oil  the  aged,  and  no  douijt  the  increase  is 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  as  men  and  women,  generally 
speaking,  live  longer  now  than  their  great-grandparents  so  theii' 
chances  of  succumbing  to  cancer  are  greater.  However  it  is  fully 
recognised  that  the  great  increase  in  Cancer  cannot  be  accounted 
for  by  this  factor  alone  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  real 
cause  is  unknown.  It  is  thought  that  the  group  of  organisms 
responsible  for  producing  the  disease  has  now  been  discovered  and 
in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  research  being  carried  out  at  the 
present  time  in  this  and  other  countries,  there  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  mystery  surrounding  the  disease  will  soon  be 
cleared  away'. 

The  marked  drop  in  infantile  mortality  during  the  past  y'car  is 
most  encouraging  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  attention 
directed  to  Child  Welfare  Work  during  the  course  ofl  the  vear. 
Just  as  the  absence  of  sunshine  in  1924  was  believed  to  be  partially 
responsible  for  the  high  death  rate  of  that  year,  so  also  the  long- 
periods  of  beautiful  weather  experienced  last  summer  undoubtedb’ 
assisted  in  raising  the  vitality  of  young  and  old  alike.  One  does 

not  wish  to  lay  undue  emphasis  on  the  fall  in  infantile  mortality 

last  year  for,  in  dealing  with  comparitively  small  numbers,  wide, 
variations  in  successive  years  are  bound  to  occur ;  a  far  more 
important  point  is  that  the  mortality  curve  considered  in  its 
entirety  has  been  decidedly  moving  downward  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  curve  on  the  previous  page  shows  diagrammaticall v  the 

marked  fall  which  has  taken  place  since  the  year  1902.  I’ndoub- 

tedly  many  factors  have  been  concerned  in  effecting-  this  reducticai 
but  among  the  chief  might  be  mentioned  better  sanitation,  health¬ 
ier  social  conditions,  and  improved  mothercraft,  encouraged  by 
education  in  all  n-iatters  pertaining  to  the  care  and  m.'uiagemenf  ofi 
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children.  Assistance  has  been  rendered  liv  various  otlier  factors 
wliich  at  first  sii;lit  mij^lit  appear  to  have  had  no  hearing  what¬ 
ever  on  the  subject.  'fake  for  example  the  introduction  of  the 
motor-car.  By  increasing  tlie  risk  of  ac'cidents  one  might  assume 
that  its  introduction  would  have  had  a  tendency  to  increase  rather 
than  diminish  infantile  mortality,  but  owing  to  the  widespread 
replacement  of  horse  by  motor  transport,  breeding  places  for  Hies 
have  been  so  much  reduced  that  Summer  Diarrhoea,  which  in  the 
past  was  responsible  for  thousands  of  deaths  annually,  has  almost 
disappeared.  If  one  were  asked  to  name  the  one  factor  which 
has  played  the  greatest  part  in  protecting  the  lives  of  infants  one 
would  unquestionably  answer — breast  feeding.  Experience  year 
after  year  shows  that  the  chances  of  survival  of  the  breast  fed 
infant  are  vastly  greater  than  those  of  the  unfortunate  artificially 
fed  babv.  Of  328  babies  born  in  RadclifTe,  who  completed  the  first 
twelve  months  of  their  lives  during  the  past  year,  the  following 
are  particulars  concerning  their  feeding. 


Artificially  fed  from  birth .  39 

Had  mixed  feeding  from  birth  .  16 
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The  remaining  infants  were  breast  fed  for  the  following 


periods : — 

Breast  fed  for  2  weeks  .  12 

3  weeks  .  5 

1  month  .  16 

2  months  .  13 

3  months  .  22 


4  months 
6  months 

6  months 

7  months 
9  months 


Total 


273 
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For  comparison  witli  tliesc  fi"iires  arc  g'iven  l)elo\v  particulars 
concerning  the  2.‘1  infants  who  died  during  the  past  year. 

Died  within  3  days.  Unable  to  benefit  from  nourishment  2 


Artificially  fed  from  birth  .  0 

Had  mixed  feeding  from  birth  .  .‘5 

Had  artificial  feeding  entirely  from  being  less  than 

1  week  old  .  *1 

Had  artificial  feeding  entirely  from  being  less  than 

2  weeks  old  .  1 

Had  artificial  feeding  entirely  from  being  less  than 

3  weeks  old  .  3 

Had  artificial  feeding  entirely  from  being  less  than 

1  month  old  .  1 

Had  artificial  feeding  entirely  from  being  less  than 

3  months  old  .  1 


19 


Breast  fed  entirely  (Both  died  of  Pneumonia) 


2 


The  above  figures  show  that  although  the  number  of  babies 
artificially  fed  was  consideraby  less  than  the  breast-fed,  yet  the 
deaths  in  the  two  groups  were  19  and  2  respectively. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  the  23 
infants  who  died  during  the  year,  and  also  their  ages. 


Days 


\^'eeks 


Over. 

M  I’ll  ill  I  I.’L'iiK  irrli:if|(i 
f'liiij^onilal  .Xtek'clasis 
Spina  Bifida 
I'rcmaUirilv 


liisufilciem  X’italitv 
Marasmus 
laiteritis 
Meninjjitis 
I’l-rtussis 
.Malniirtritioii 
Broncho-I’ncu  1111)11  i  a 
Bronchitis  . 


^Fonlhs 


2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

:  4 

5 

6 

9 

10 

3 

4 

V 

2 

3 

4 

4 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

10 

11 

1 

1 

1 - 

'  ~ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

”l 

... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

.. 

1 

... 

2^^  1 

1 

1  i 

1 

1  , 

’l  1 

3 

l~t 

3 

3 

V  H 

2 

2  i 

2 

1 

2 

2  ’ 

1  ■ 

11 


12 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  first  faiuiCT 
month#  is  still  high.  Indeed,  the  mortality  during  this  month 
— the  neo-natal  mortality  as  it  is  called,  has  not  fallen  to  any¬ 
thing  like  the  same  extent  as  the  death  rate  for  the  first  year  as  a 
whole.  Deaths  at  this  stage  are  usually  brought  about  by  causes 
which  come  into  operation  either  before  or  at  the  time  of  birth 
and  so  their  number  cannot  be  reduced  by  post-natal  care. 
Instruction  in  ante-natal  care,  with  the  provision  oil  skilled  nursing 
and  suitable  surroundings  for  all  maternity  ca.ses,  are  the  factors 
which  do  exercise  a  powerful  influence  and  the  facilities  now 
offered  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Maternity  Home  should 
in  future  years  be  instrumental  in  saving  young  lives.  In  addition 
to  alleviating  or  preventing  much  sickness  and  suffering. 


IV.— POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stanley  Mills,  Relieving  Officer,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  administration  of  Poor  Law  Relief  in 
Radcliffe  during  the  past  year. 


OUTDOOR  RELIEF. 


Men  relieved  on  account  of  sickness,  accident,  or  infirmity...  74 

Men  relieved  on  account  of  sickness  affecting  wife 

and  children  .  6 

Men  relieved  on  account  of  unemployment  .  64 

Wives,  resident  with  above  classes,  also  assisted  .  96 

V\’ives  of  men  in  institutions  .  3 

Wives  living  apart  from  their  husbands  on  account  of 

sickness  or  other  causes  .  14 

Widows  relieved  on  account  of  unemployment, 

and  other  causes  .  23 

\\'idows  relieved  on  account  of  sickness, 

accident,  or  infirmity  . .’ .  48 

Single  women  relieved  on  account  of  sickness,  or  other  causes  20 
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Children  under  IG  years  constructively  relieved: — 

Children  resident  with  lathers  .  207 

Children  oil  men  in  Institutions  .  4 

Children  dependent  on  widows  anil  wives  living  apart 

from  their  husbands  .  73 

Illegitimate  children  .  1 

Lunatic  receiving  domiciliary  rcliel  .  1 

Total .  632 


The  cost  was  as  follows  : — 

Relief  in  money  .  £2,345  14  6 

Relief  in  kind  .  412  13  4 

Total .  2,768  7  10 


INDOOR  RELIEF. 

Union  Hospital  and  Institution. 

1-11  Orders  for  Admission  were  given  during  1925  for  the 


following  classes : — 

Destitute  .  64 

Sickness  .  50 

Insanity  .  12 

Pregnancy  .  6 

Epilepsy  .  5 

Accident  .  3 

Deserted  by  Parents  .  2 


Total .  141 


The  last  seven  classes  were  conveyed  to  the  Poor  Law  Instit¬ 
ution,  either  by  taxi  or  ambulance  at  the  Guardians’  •T'xpense. 

On  the  30th,  September  1925  (the  last  date  on  which  figures 
are  available)  there  weie  61  persons  from  the  township  of  Radcliffe 
in  the  Union  Hospital  and  Institution. 


y 
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LUNACY. 

During-  tlie  yt'ar  11  Lunatics  were  removed  to  the  County 
Mental  Hospitals  at  Prestwich,  Winvvick,  Whitting-ham.  The 
cost  of  certification  and  removal  was  paid  by  the  Guardians. 

I'he  following  is  a  list  of  Lunatics  from  Radcliffe  and  White- 
field,  chargeable  to  the  Guardians  at  the  present  time.  The 
charge  for  each  patient  is  £1  5  0  per  week. 


County  Mental  Hospital,  Prestwich  . i  13  males 

22  females 

\Vhittingham .  1  male 

3  females 

Lancaster  .  no  males 

4  females 

Win  wick  . ■ .  2  males 

(!  females 

Total .  51 


SPECIAL  SERVICES. 

The  Special  Services  include  the  following : — 

The  purchase  of  two  outfits  for  tuberculosis  men  going  into 
sanatoria. 

The  purchase  of  an  artificial  limb  at  a  cost  of  £17  10  0,  for 

a  collier  whose  leg  had  been  amputated  after  an  accident. 

The  purchase  of  a  special  boot  for  a  cripple. 

The  removal  oil  a  boy  to  a  special  home  for  unmanageable 
children,  and  payment  of  full  maintenance  charges. 

AMOUNT  RECOVERED  FROM  RELATIVES. 

During  the  year  the  Guardians  made  .56  orders  on  relatives 
who  were  legally  liable  to  support  persons  chargeable  to  the 
Union,  and  the  following  amounts  were  recovered. 


£  s.  d. 

For  Lunacy  Patients  . 35.5  16  6 

For  persons  in  receipt  of  Indoor  relief...  343  18  8 

For  persons  In  receipt  of  Outdoor  relief  71  11  3 


Total .  771  6  5 
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V  — CAUSKS  OF  SICKNESS  OR  INVALIDITY. 

During-  the  munth  of  January,  an  outbreak  of  Influenza 
spread  rapidly  over  the  district,  causing^  much  sickness  but  the 
type  was  mild  and  mortality  low.  Ag-ain  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year  an  extensive  outbreak  cjf  Whooping  Cough 
occurred.  These  were  the  only  noteworthy  causes  oil  sickness 
during  the  year. 

VI  Summary  of  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local 

Authority. 

(2)  Tuberculosis. 

None.  The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  all  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  work  in  the  districl. 

(2)  Maternity. 

None  during-  1925,  but  a  new  Maternity  Home  was  opened  on 
March  Kith,  192().  Accommodation  10  Iw-ds. 

(3)  Children. 

None  in  the  area.  Children  requiring  hospital  treatment  for 
conditions  other  than  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Bury 
Infirmary  or  to  one  of  the  ('liildren’s  hospitals  in  Manchester. 

(4)  Fever. 

The  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  situated  in  Bury,  near  the 
RadclifFe  boundary,  is  available  for  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
excepting  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis.  It  has  accommodation  for 
57  ca.ses  of  Scarlatina,  18  of  Diphtheria,  15of  Fnteric  Fever,  and 
there  is  an  isolation  ward  containing  8  beds.  This  hospital  is 
administered  by  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of 
which  Radcliffe  is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities. 

(5)  Smallpox. 

The  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  is  also  ailministered 
by  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  is  available  for 
cases  of  Smallpox  from  this  area.  The  accommodation  is  40  beds. 

(fi)  Other  Hospitals. 

There  are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  area. 

VII  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 

Infants,  and  Homeless  Children. 

None. 
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VIII  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  provided 
two  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases.  The 
ambulances  are  kept  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital. 

Two  motor  ambulances  (one  of  which  was  provided  by  the 
late  Miss  Hampson)  are  maintained  bv  the  Local  Authority.  They 
are  under  the  charge  of  the  Fire  Brigade  Superintendent  and  are 
housed  at  the  Fire  Station.  434  calls  were  received  during  the 
year — removal  cases,  383  ;  accident  cases,  51. 


IX.— CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

(1)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  opened  on  April 
2nd,  1925.  Two  sessions  of  from  2  to  2i  hours  duration  are  held 
weekly.  Apart  from  giving  advice  regarding  feeding,  etc.,  and 
recommending  some  of  the  common  household  remedies,  treat¬ 
ment  is  not  undertaken  at  the  Centre. 

(2)  Day  Nurseries. 

None. 

(3)  School  Clinics. 

A  School  Clinic  has  been  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
Accomodation  : —  General  Clinic,  Dental  Clinic,  Refraction  Room, 
and  Cleansing  Room. 

(4)  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 

None.  Patients  from  this  district  attend  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  in  Bury. 

(5)  Venereal  Diseases  Centres. 

None.  Patients  may  attend  the  V.  D.  Treatment  Centres 
which  have  been  provided  by  the  County  .Authority  in  Bury  and 
Bolton. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

*  Medical  Officer  of  Health — John  M.  Gibson,  B.A.,  M.D., 
D.P.H.,  also  School  Medical  Officer.  Whole  time  appointment. 

*  Sanitary  Inspector — W.  Holt,  R.S.L,  Certificates — Sanitary 
and  Food  Inspector’s.  Whole  time  appointment. 

Cleansing-  Superintendent  and  Horsekeeper — H.  Fletcher. 

*  Health  Visitors.  Miss  R.  L.  Matthews,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 
(Health  Visitor’s)  and  C.M.B.  Whole  time  appointment. 

Miss  E.  M.  Matthews,  S.R.N.,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Three  quarters 
of  her  time  is  devoted  to  School  Medical  Work. 

Clerk — Miss  1.  Holland.  One  third  of  whole  time  devoted  to 
Public  Health  Work. 

*  A  contribution  to  the  Salary  is  made  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  by  the  Exchequer  Grants. 

XL— PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  General. — The  Radcliffe  and  District  Sick  Nursing 

Association  provides  trained  nursing  in  the  home.  Two  nurses, 
who  are  engaged  by  the  Association,  attend  patients  on  the 
request  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  attendance.  During  the 
year,  218  patients  were  nursed  and  5,421  visits  paid,  and  a  total 
expenditure  of  £460  19  10  incurred.  The  Association  is  carried 
on  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The  Local  Authority  contributes 
£10  10  0  annually. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases — By  the  rules  of  the  local  Sick 
Nursing  Association,  the  nurses  are  not  allowed  to  attend  any 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  nursing  of  such  cases  in  the  home. 

XII.— MIDWIVES. 

The  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council,  which  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority, 
no  powers  have  been  delegated  to  the  Local  Council.  The  County 
Register  shows  that  there  are  seven  certified  midwives  resident  in 
Radcliffe  who  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  practice  mid¬ 
wifery  and  of  these,  six  hold  the  L.O.S.,  or  C.M.B.,  certificates. 
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XIII.— LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  following-  is  a  list  of  tlic  adoptive  Acts,  bye-laws,  and 
local  reg-Lilations,  relating  to  the  public  healtli,  in  force  in  the 
districts,  with  the  dates  of  their  adoption  : — 

Tlie  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  ...4th  November,  1889. 
The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act . ICth  February,  1891. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  Part  -‘1.... 

12th  March,  1891. 

Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improvement  Act  . 15th  August, 1904. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 

Milkshops  Order  . 1st  March,  1900. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Hackney  Carriages... 

18th  September,  1866. 

,,  ,,  Nuisances  . 18th  September,  1866. 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses,  . 

18th  September,  1866. 

,,  ,,  Markets  . 26th  May,  1877. 

,,  ,,  New  Streets  and  Buildings... 

26th  May,  1877. 

,,  ,,  Playgrounds  . 4th  August,  1890. 

,,  ,,  Parks  . . 31st  December,  1902. 

,,  ,,  Cemetery  . 12th  January,  1906. 

XIV.— WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cottages  situated  on  the  out.skirts 
the  district  receives  its  water  supply  from  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Bury  and  District  Joint  Wkiter  Board.  The  flow  of  water 
is  constant  and  all  the  dwelling  houses  supplied,  6358  in  number, 
have  direct  supplies.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  being  derived 
partly  from  deep  wells  and  partlv  from  six  watersheds  which  arc 
well  protected  so  that  the  possibilities  of  contamination  are  small. 

.Several  complaints  rec'civcd  during  the  past  year  concerning 
impurities  in  the  water  were  found  on  investitration  to  be  due  to 
the  large  amount  of  incrustation  whit'h  has  taken  place  in  a  few  of 
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the  main  supply  pipes.  Some  of  these  Iiave  been  in  service  for  70 
years.  A  considerable  number  were  replaced  by  the  Hoard  during- 
the  year  and  still  lurther  replacements  are  contemplated. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  conversions  of  privies  to  I'resh 
water  closets  which  have  taken  place  during  recent  years  through¬ 
out  the  whole  area  supplied  by  the  Water  Board,  the  consumption 
of  water  has  steadily  increased  until  it  is  now  equivalent  to  •‘34.71) 
gallons  per  head  per  day,  including  5. -Id  gallons  used  for  trade 
purposes.  The  members  of  the  Board  are  viewing  the  increase 
with  alarm,  for  although  the  needs  of  the  district  are  fully  satisfied 
at  present,  a  considerable  capital  expediture  would  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  supply  to  any  appreciable  extent.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  water  is  wasted, 
and  that  the  consumption  per  head  could  be  greatly  reduced  if 
householders  would  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  leakage  of 
water  from  occurring  in  their  homes.  Proof  of  this  was  afforded 
by  an  experiment  carried  out  rccenlly  by  one  of  the  Water  Board’s 
inspectoi's.  A  certain  disli'ict  was  selecteil,  and  its  total  consump¬ 
tion  estimated  ;  then  a  house  to  house  inspection  was  made,  various 
tests  to  detect  leakage  were  utilised,  and  all  defects  found  were 
rectified.  As  a  result  of  this  procedure,  consumption  for  that 
district  was  reduced  from  .34  to  17  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

During  the  five  years  under  review,  attempts  have  been  made 
to  increase  the  supply  for  the  area  by  sinking  new  boreholes  in 
various  localities.  The  new  pumping  station  at  Clough  Bottom 
will,  in  time,  be  quite  successful,  for  a  good  supply  of  water  has 
been  reached,  but  owing  to  mechanical  defects  the  plant  is  not 
yet  in  working  order. 

At  Haslingden  (rrane  a  new  boring  was  carried  down  to  a 
distance  of  138.5  feet  below  ground  level,  but  so  little  water  was 
found  that  operations  had  to  be  abandoned.’  At  Scout  Moor  the 
sinking  of  a  new  borehole,  which  was  commenced  during  the  past 
year,  is  still  in  progress. 

XVII.— POLLUTION  OF  RIVFRS  AND  STRKAMS. 

The  River  Irwell,  which  is  joined  by  the  Roach  just  outside 
the  RadelifTe  boundary.  Hows  through  the  distrii't  for  a  distance 
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of  about  2  miles,  and  is  the  only  river  in  the  area.  Any  pollution 
of  its  waters  is  dealt  with  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint 
Committee. 

XVIII.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Generally  speaking,  the  district  is  well  drained,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  area  on  Ringley  Road  containing  14  houses, 
and  a  low-lying  area  along  the  banks  of  the  Irwell.  Practically 
the  whole  of  the  sewage  is  conveyed  to  the  sewage  works,  situated 
off  Mount  Sion  Road  at  about  the  lowest  point  in  the  district. 

The  works  now  consists  of  eight  precipitation  tanks,  having 
a  total  capacity  of  1,056,000  gallons;  two  storm  water  tanks, 
capacity  400,000  gallons ;  two  humus  tanks,  capacity  200,000 
gallons ;  and  filter  beds  of  16,860  cubic  yards. 

In  addition  there  have  been  installed  a  sludge  pressing  plant 
for  the  treatment  of  the  sludge  extracted  from  the  sewage,  refuse 
destructor,  pumping  plant,  mess  room,  office  and  clinker  crushing 
plant. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  is  as  follows ; —  The  sewage,  on 
arrival  at  the  works,  is  passed  through  a  screening  chamber, 
where  the  coar.ser  suspended  matters  are  arrested  and  after 
receiving  an  application  of  alumino-ferri(*,  to  assist  the  process  of 
precipitation  it  passes  into  a  series  of  sedimentation  tanks.  A 
portion  of  the  effluent  from  these  tanks  is  carried  to  the  low  level 
filter  beds  and  distributed  by  revolving  sprinklers.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  the  tank  effluent  which  cannot  be  treated  on  the  low  level 
filters,  is  raised  by  pumps  to  the  high  level  filters,  passing  from 
there  to  the  humus  tanks  which  are  designed  to  arrest  the  passage 
of  any  organic  matter  then  remaining  in  the  sewage.  The 
resultant  effluent  along  with  that  from  the  low  level  filters  is 
finally  discharged  into  the  river. 

In  times  of  storm,  when  the  quantity  of  .sewage  arriving  at 
the  works  exceeds  three  times  the  dry  weather  flow,  the  excess 
passes  into  storm  water  tank  provided  for  this  contingency,  where 
it  is  allowed  to  .settle  before  discharge  into  the  river. 

The  sludge  from  the  .sedimentation  tanks,  humus  tanks,  and 
storm  water  tanks  is  drawn  off  into  a  sludge  well,  raised  by  pumps 
and  pressed  into  cakes  for  disposal  to  farmers. 
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Alterations  earried  out  (luiinj>-  the  past  T)  years  include 
extension  of  the  filter  heels  hy  I, (»')()  yards  and  I  lie  layini^-  of  a 
new  surface  watei  sewer  ol  approxiinatelv  half  a  mile  in  leng'th. 


XIX. — CLOSET  AND  ASHPIT  ACCOMMODATION. 

Considerable  proj^ress  has  been  made  tlurinj^  the  five  years 
under  review  in  the  conversion  of  midden  privies  to  fresh  water 
closets  and  the  substitution  of  ashbins  for  ashpits.  Since  October 
1921,  a  scheme  for  carrying  out  the  work  has  been  in  operation, 
the  basis  being  that  the  Local  Authority  contributes  one  half  the 
cost  of  the  conversion  work,  as  provided  by  Section  95  of  the 
Radcliflfe  Tramways  and  Improvement  Act,  1904. 

The  total  expenditure  by  the  Council  on  this  conversion  work 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  amounted  to  £7250,  affecting  1490 
houses,  and  was  made  up  as  follows: — 

Year  1921  I97  1  3 

1922  1479  16  7 

1923  2001  10  4 

1924  1865  4  10 

1925  1706  7  0 

fhe  amount  passed  through  the  Council’s  accounts  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  scheme^  w^as  £16,01o  9  8.  die  difference 
between  this  amount  and  the  Council’s  expenses  was  recovered 
from  the  owners. 


fhe  followung  table  shows  the  closet  and  ashpit  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  end  of  each  ol  the  past  six  years,  and  demon- 
stiates  the  conversions  and  additions  made  during  these  years.  : 

1920 


Midden  privies 

1955 

Pail  closets  . 

260 

Fresh  water  closets  . 

2635 

\\  aste  water  closets . 

1(;42 

Wet  Ashpits  . 

1041 

Dry  Ashpits  . 

909 

Ashbins,  portable  . 

1034 

,,  portable  wall  cage 

554 

,,  fixed  . 

261 

,,  total  . 

1849 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1935 

1690 

1323 

952 

558 

257 

253 

253 

253 

253 

2719 

2981 

3431 

3952 

4522 

1635 

1635 

1632 

1621 

1617 

1020 

885 

693 

478 

281 

898 

891 

876 

852 

830 

1108 

1377 

1828 

2374 

2967 

554 

569 

569 

569 

569 

261 

261 

261 

261 

261 

1923 

2207 

2658 

3204 

3797 
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XX.— RKFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  difficulties  and  hardships  of  refuse  collecting  have  been 
very  much  reduced  within  recent  }’ears  by  the  conversion  oil  such 
a  large  number  of  privies  to  fresh  water  (  Insets  and  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  ashpits  by  bins.  A  weekly  collection  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  whole  district  during  the  past  year  and  as  far  as 
possible  every  house  was  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  on  the  same 
day  of  each  week.  In  this  way  the  visits  were  anticipated  by 
householders  and  delay  in  gaining  admission  was  minimised. 

A  considerable  amount  of  attention  was  directed  during  the 
year  to  the  methods  now'  in  operation  and,  more  particularly,  to 
the  methods  which  should  be  adoped  in  future,  for  disposing  of 
the  town’s  refuse.  At  the  present  time  roughly  two-thirds  of  the 
refuse  are  taken  to  a  destructor  operated  by  night  as  w'ell  as  by 
day,  whilst  the  remaining  third  is  conveyed  to  a  tipping  ground 
where  the  organic  matter  is  collected  and  burnt  in  two  inciner¬ 
ators.  This  arrangement  is  quite  satisfactory  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view,  but  it  is  far  from  being  economical  and  if  it  is  to  be 
continued  much  longer,  a  large  capital  expenditure  will  be  involved 
for  the  destructor,  wh.ich  has  done  duty  for  25  years,  is  now  in 
need  of  considerable  replacements. 

Towards  the  close  of  1924  the  matter  was  fully  cc^nsidered  by 
your  Health  Committee  and  after  visits  of  Inspection  to  Bur}', 
Rochdale  and  Eccles,  it  was  practically  decided  that  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  salvage  plant  w'as  the  best  solution  of  the  problem. 
Plans  and  rough  estimates  were  prepared  but  the  difficulty  of 
finding  a  suitable  site  was  soon  apparent.  Two  possible  sites 
were  selected,  but  neither  met  w'ilh  the  approval  of  Mr.  Dawes, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who,  after  a 
visit  to  the  district,  recommended  that  the  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  refuse  as  practised  at  Bradford  should  be  inspected. 
In  accordance  with  his  recommendation,  two  informal  deputations 
visited  Bradford  during  the  past  year  and  all  the  members  were 
greatly  impressed  bv  the  simplicity  and  prac'ticability  of  these 
arrangements.  I'he  system  employed  is  essentially  one  of  tipping, 
but  so  different  from  what  is  usually  known  as  tipping  that  the 
term  is  misleading;  A  better  description  would  be  disposal  by 


hiiryinj^',  lor  all  llu'  ii'lusf  is  hui'ifci  a1  siu'li  a  dcplli  and  in  such  a 
manner  that  not  tlie  least  nuisance  arises,  whilst  by  its  use,  land 
which  is  useless  and  unsif^htly  can  be  converted  into  valuable 
arabh'  laiul,  suitable  for  jyardenin-;-  or  playinj^-  lields.  Strict  super¬ 
vision  and  ('arelul  attention  to  details  are  absolutely  essential  lor 
a  sNsleni  of  this  kind  to  be  eiitiialy  suceesslul  but  it  these  can  be 
assured — and  there  is  no  adequate  reason  wh\’  they  should  not 
be — the  scheme  is  one  which  mioht  be  adopted  with  all  confidence 
lor  operation  in  this  district. 

XXL— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  tabular  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  was  prepared  b}'  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  accordance 
with  Artic'le  19,  of  the  Sanitary  OITicers’  Order,  1922: — 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: — 


Inspection  of  houses,  etc.,  including  re-inspections .  1,821 

,,  Workshops  and  Factories  .  23 

,,  Bakehouses  .  57 

,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .  51 

,,  Slaughter-houses  .  188 

,,  -Schools  .  15 

,,  Oft'ensive  Trades  .  9 

Number  of  Smoke  Observations  taken  .  71 

,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  upon  84 

,,  Houses  disinfected  .  ]();5 

,,  Drains  tested  (by  smoke)  .  9 

,,  -Samples  of  milk  obtained  for 

bacteriological  examination  .  55 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served  : — 

(1)  Inlormal  Notices  .  315 

(2)  Statutory  Notices  .  91 

Details  of  Statutory  Notices  served  : — 

Housing  Act,  1925,  Section  3  .  2 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  -Section  17 

(Chemical  refuse  turned  into  sewers)  .  2 
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RadclifTe  Tramways  and  Improvement  Act,  1904,  Section  95 


(conversion  ol'  privies  and  wet  ashpits) .  23 

Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  36,  (defective  privies, 

ashpits  and  ashbins)  .  38 

Public  Health  Act,  1875  Section  23,  defective  drains  .  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  91,  black  smoke  .  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  dirty  state  of  premises..  1 

Total . .  91 


(c)  Compliance  with  Statutory  Notices. 

All  the  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with,  with  the 
exception  of  6  notices  under  the  Radcliffe  Tramways  and  Improve¬ 
ment  Act,  1904,  Section  95  (conversion  of  privies)  and  6  notices 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  23,  (defective  drainage) 
Further  action  is  being  taken. 

As  a  result  of  the  serving  of  these  notices,  either  informal  or 


statutory,  the  following-  work  was  carried  out  :  — 

Drains  : — 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  .  407 

Defective  drains  abolished  .  220 

Ventilating  shafts  on  drains  .  272 

Gully  traps  fixed  in  lieu  of  defective  gullies .  180 

,,  to  new  property  .  307 

New  drains  laid  .  1071 

Defective  waste  pipes  repaired  .  109 

Water  Closets,  etc  — 

Choked  waste  water  closets  opened  and  cleansed  .  157 

Choked  fresh  water  closets  opened  and  cleansed  .  24 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  .  9 

Fresh  water  closets  fixed  to  new  property  .  152 

,,  ,,  in  lieu  of  waste  watei  closets  .  4 

,,  ,,  in  lieu  of  privies,  including 

additional  accommodation  to  old  property  .  414 

Total  fresh  water  closets  added  during  the  year  .  670 

Privies  abolished  .  394 

Waste  water  closets  abolished  .  4 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  0 

Miscellaneous : — 
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Dirty  liouses,  walls,  etc.,  stripjx'd  ami  cleansed .  12 

Defective  roofs  repaired  .  9 

Defective  eaves  and  downspouts  repaired  .  163 

Defective  plastering  in  houses  made  good  .  10 

Dampness  in  houses  remedied  .  14 

Surfai'e  of  yards  paved  and  flagged  or  repaired  .  164 


XXII.— SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

71  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year,  each  of 
30  minutes  duration.  Although  no  definite  time  limit  is  allowed  for 
the  emission  of  black  smoke,  action  is  taken  when  the  black  smoke 
output  during  a  period  of  30  minutes,  exceeds  two  minutes  for  a 
single  boiler,  or  three  minutes  for  two  or  more  boilers.  In  the  71 
observations  taken  these  limits  were  exceeded  7  times.  In  two 
cases  the  notices  sent  were  statutory  but  legal  proceedings  were 
not  found  necessary.  In  the  other  cases,  the  notices  were 
informal  and  in  all  cases,  the  managers  or  stokers  were  inter¬ 
viewed  with  a  view  to  effecting  improvements. 

XIII.— OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING 

NOTICE. 

A  matter  to  which  attention  has  been  directed  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  several  years  is  the  condition  of  the  unadopted  streets. 
These  are  streets  which  have  never  been  paved,  and  as  no  one 
assumes  responsibility  for  keeping"  them  clean  or  in  repair,  their 
condition,  generally  speaking,  is  mo.st  unsatisfactory.  The 
Surveyor  reports  that  as  many  as  307  streebare  at  present  included 
in  this  unadopted  class.  Many  of  these  are,  of  course,  back 
streets  and  some  have  only  a  few  houses  built  upon  them,  but  in 
the  interests  of  public  health,  all  streets  leading  to  inhabited 
houses  should  be  properly  made,  adopted,  and  regularly  cleansed. 
For  several  years,  the  cost  of  paving  has  barred  the  way  to  pro- 
giess  but  cheaper  methods  ol  preparation  are  now  perniitted  and 
the  Streets  and  Plans  Committee  has  decided  that  the  w(wk  must 
iiow  proceed.  One  of  the  worst  streets  was  dealt  with  during"  the 
past  year  and  3.5  notices  have  been  served  in  connection  with  other 
streets. 

XXIV.— SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

These  are  fully  dealt  \\;ith  in  (he  School  Medical  Report. 


XXV.— HOUSING. 


'I'he  following  observations  on  the  housing’  conditions  of  the 
area  are  given  in  reply  to  queries  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

(1)  General  housing  conditions: — 

I'he  general  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  is  fairly 
good;  a  considerable  number  require  internal  decorations,  but  the 
conditions  are  not,  generally  speaking,  such  as  would  endanger 
health.  2.3  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses. 

The  approximate  shortage  of  houses  is  500. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage. 

50  houses  were  built  during  the  past  year  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  38  are  in  course  of  construction.  A  £100  subsidy 
is  given  to  persons  building  houses  of  an  approved  type.  89 
houses  were  erected  under  this  arrangement  during  the  past  year. 

(3)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population  during 
the  period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the  future. 

None.  The  population  has  remained  almost  stationary  during 
the  past  20  years. 

1 1 — Overcrowding. 

(1)  Extent  The  extent  has  been  much  relieved  by  the 
number  of  houses  erected  during  the  past  two  years. 

(2)  Cause.  The  difficulty  experienced  by  large  faniilies  with 
small  incomes  in  procuring  suitable  accommodation. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with 
overcrowding. 

151  houses  have  Ireen  erected  during  the  past  year. 

(1)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  1925 
and  action  taken. 

.No  action  taken  in  individual  t'ases,  apart  from  granlirig 
Council  houses  to  families  living  in  o\ercrowded  houses. 
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III. — Fitness  of  houses: — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area. 

1  lie  usual  type  of  house  is  the  I  room  Cottage  with  outside 
\\  .C.  accommotlation. 

(b)  General  Character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses. 

Dampness,  defective  plastering,  defective  roofs,  and  bad 
ventilation. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  lack  of  proper  management 
and  supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect 
by  tenants. 

Most  of  the  defects  are  due  to  general  wear  and  tear  and 
owing  to  rent  restrictions,  many  owners  object  to  spending 
money  on  internal  decoration. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts. 

Defects  such  as  dampness,  defective  roof,  eaves  and 
down-spouts. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts. 

Defects  similar  to  above  of  a  more  extensive  character. 

(•3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925. 

No  special  difficulties  met  with. 

Special  measures  taken  or  suggested. 

(a)  Any  special  action  to  secure  improved  management  of 
property  by  owners. 

No  special  action  taken. 

(li)  Better  care  of  property  by  tenants. 

None  apart  from  interview  in  individual  cases. 

(c)  The  gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed 
arrangements. 

None. 
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(d)  Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to=back 
houses,  or  other  types  of  insanitary  property. 

Back-to-Baclc  houses  have  been  made  into  through  houses. 

(4)  Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  regards: — 

(a)  Water  supply.  Water  supply  is  satisfactory. 

(b)  Closet  accommodation.  Privies  are  being  rapidly 
converted. 

(c)  Refuse  disposal.  Satisfactory. 

IV.— Unhealthy  Areas: — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or  representatives  made 
and  action,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas. 

No  complaints  received,  nor  action  taken. 


\k — Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 
tent,  van,  shed,  etc: — 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  byelaws.  No  bye-laws. 


(2)  As  to  need  for  new  byelaws  or  revision  of  existing 
bye=laws. 

No  need  has  been  experienced  for  new  byelaws  relating 
to  these  matters. 


At  the  Census  in  June,  1921,  there  were  6088  inhabited  houses 
in  the  district.  The  changes  recorded  since  that  date  were  as 
follows 


h.fechct 


Cl»a^ 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 
1926 


18  .  0 

0  .  2 

24  2 

102  .  6 

161  3 


13 


Total 


296 


XXVI,-  Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1925. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  151 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts _ 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  50 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  81) 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s 

building  scheme  .  .38 


Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing  accom¬ 
modation  : — 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — 

(a)  By  loans?  Yes.  No.  14  Amount  of  loans,  £5,506 

(b)  By  subsidy?  Yes.  No.  95  Amount  of  subsidies,  £9,500 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  39 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1926  17 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  (3)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  .  17 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  54 

Action  under  .Statutory  Powers — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1926 _ 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  .  2 
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(2)  No.  of  dwelling'  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  rendered  fit .  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demol¬ 
ition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  6 

D.  — No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners,  or 

converted  to  workshops,  etc .  2 

XXVII. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

.Special  attention  was  again  directed  during  tlie  year  to  the 
milk  supply  of  the  district ;  in  this  connection  55  samples  pur¬ 
chased  from  local  purveyors,  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  examination.  28  of  the  samples 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  d'ubercle  Bacilli  and  in  2,  or  7 
fX‘r  cent,  bacilli  of  this  type  were  found  to  be  present.  Owing  to 
the  long  interval  which  must  nei'cssarily  elapse  between  the  time 


a  I 

ol  taking  a  sample  aiui  the  date  ol  receiving'  a  report  on  the 
results  ol  the  examination  (roughly  (i  weeks),  it  is  often  difiicult 
to  ti'ace  the  source  ol  infection,  lor  the  ('ows  of  a  larg'e  herd  are 
constantly  being-  chang-cd.  Such  was  the  case  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  f/ollow  up  one  of  the  samples  referred  to  above. 
Seveial  .specimens  were  examined  subsccpientlv  berth  Irom  groups 
ol  cows  and  from  selected  cows,  but  in  every  instance  a  negative 
report  was  received.  In  the  case  ol  the  second  positive  sample, 
the  infected  cow  was  easily  detected  and  at  once  eliminated  from 
from  the  herd. 


I  he  .samples  ol  milk  examined  during  the  year  for  the 
presence  of  B.  Coli  and  by  enumeration  of  bacteria  present, 
showed  that  the  high  standard  of  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  being- 
maintained.  By  the  enumeration  of  bacteria  test,  the  results  were 
excellent,  as  24  of  the  27  samples,  that  is  89  per  cent,  reached 
the  “Grade  A’’  standard  of  cleanliness.  Indeed  23,  or  85  per  cent 
contained  less  than  100,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  that  Is  to  say  less 
than  half  the  number  allowed  bv  the  “Grade  A’’  standard.  By 
the  B.  Coli  tests,  the  results  were  also  good,  but  the  “Grade  A” 
standard,  namely  the  absence  of  B.  Coli  from  1/100  c.c.  of  milk, 
(3  out  of  3  tubes)  was  not  attained  in  so  many  cases.  Of  the  27 
samples  examined  14,  or  52  per  cent  reached  this  standard  and  in 
only  8  or  30  per  cent,  were  B.  Coli  organisms  found  in  all  three 
ol  the  tubes  containing  l/lOO  of  a  c.c.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to 
know  that  although  none  ol  the  local  purveyors  have  been  licensed 
to  sell  graded  milk,  at  least  half  of  their  number  are,  at  the  present 
time,  selling  milk  which  reaches  this  standard  so  far  as  clean¬ 
liness  IS  concerned.  There  is  no  adecpiate  reason  why  all  the  milk 
sold  should  not  reach  this  standard  of  cleanliness,  for,  as  stated  by 
the  Mini.stry  of  Health,  in  Circular  35(1  of  1922,  this  standard 
“brings  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  within  the  com¬ 
petence  of  all  careful  dairymen.”  All  that  is  necessary  to  ensure 
Its  attainment  is  the  exerci.se  of  care  in  handling  and  storing  the 
milk,  whikst  the  interests  of  Public  Health  demand  that  such  a 
standard  .should  be  compulsory.  The  results  achieved  in  the 
following  case  illu.strate  the  improvement  that  can  be  brought 
about  when  there  is  a  real  desire  on  the  part  of  the  producer  to 
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lu!lp  in  the  matter.  One  sample,  examined  during  tlie  year,  gave 
the  following  results: — - 

Bacteria  present . 13,080,000  per  c.c. 

B.  Coli  present  in  1/100  c.c . (3  out  of  3  tubes). 

The  producer  (who  happened  to  be  also  the  purveyor)  was 
informed  that  gross  contamination  of  his  milk  was  taking  place 
and  that  withdrawal  of  his  license  to  sell  milk  would  be  considered 
unless  a  considerable  improvement  could  be  effected.  The 
methods  employed  by  him  in  handling  the  milk  were  discussed  and 
details  which  should  be  observed  were  pointed  out.  Realising  the 
seriousness  of  the  position  he  made  a  genuine  effort  to  produce 
clean  milk  with  the  result  that  when  a  further  sample  was 
examined,  a  few  weeks  later,  it  was  reported  as  follows  : — 
Bacteria  present  . 14,500  per  c.c. 

B.  Coli  absent  from  1/100  c.c.,  1/10  c.c.  and  even  from  1  c.c. 

Indeed  in  almost  every  instance,  the  milk  producers  of  the 
area  have  shown  that  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  sell  milk  of  the 
“Grade  A”  standard  when  they  make  an  effort  to  do  so,  for  in  all 
cases  (with  one  exception)  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were 
received  during  the  past  three  years,  samples  surpassing  even  the 
“Grade  A’’  standard  in  cleanlinesss  were  obtained  subsequently. 
In  the  one  exception  referred  to,  7  samples  obtained  during  the 
course  of  these  three  years  have  all  shown  the  presence  of 
numerous  B.  Coh  organisms  and  after  a  preliminary  warning,  this 
purveyor  was  informed  that  no  further  vouchers  would  be  issued 
to  him  for  the  supply  of  milk  in  necessitous  cases  under  the 
Council’s  scheme,  as  it  was  felt  that  milk  of  an  inferior  quality 
should  not  be  supplied  to  young  children,  when  clean  supplies  were 
available.  The  names  of  those  who  do  supply  clean  milk  are  now- 
known  and  one  WM-)uld  suggest  that  the  time  is  opportune  wdien  a 
list  containing  the  names  of  these  purveyors  should  be  available 
at  the  Health  Ollice  for  the  inspection  of  the  General  Public. 
At  first  the  names  ol  all  purveyors  mi^ht  be  placed  on  the  list 
with  the  one  exception  referred  to;  subsec|ucntly  should  the  results 
of  examination  of  two  samples  taken  in  succesion  prove  unsatis¬ 
factory,  the  name  of  the  purveyor  concerned  might  be  removed 
from  tiie  list  unlil  an  improvement  had  been  rect)rded.  .Also  the 


roinnuiilit}’  would  hcncfil  il  tliu  name  oil  (he  purve^oi'  Irom  whom 
(he  rleanest  sample  has  been  received,  were  made  i>uhlic  at  the  end 
of  each  year.  During-  Hie  year  which  has  just  elapsed,  the  best 
sample  was  the  following' — 

Bacteria  present . 2,737  pei'  c.r 

B.  Coli  absent  from  1/10(1,  I/IO,  and  even  from  1  c.c. 

A  producer  who  can  obtain  such  an  excellent  report  deserves 
recognition  for  the  splendid  services  he  is  rendering  to  the  (lencral 
Public  and  publication  of  his  name  is  the  minimum  reward  to 
which  he  is  entitled. 

(b)  Meat. 

(1)  Meat  Inspection. 

In  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 
1024,  the  times  of  slaughter  are  now  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  as  far  as  possible  all  animals  slaughtered  are 
inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  marking  of  meat  has 
not  been  adopted.  188  visits  to  slaughter  houses  were  made  and 
1904  animals  inspected  during  the  past  year.  Condemned  meat  is 
destroyed  in  the  destructor ;  a  total  of  699  lbs.  were  condemned 
during  the  year. 

(2)  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  as  regards,  stalls,  shops,  stores  and  vehicles. 

Generally  speaking  the  provisions  of  these  regulations  are 
conscientiously  carried  out  b\'  the  meat  purvei’ors  of  the  district. 
Sev'eral  minor  defects  in  the  handling  and  transport  of  meat  were 
pointed  during  the  year  and  in  all  cases,  the  matters  complained  of 
received  immediate  attention. 

(.3)  *  Slaughter=houses. 

No  public  slaughter-houses  have  been  provided  in  the  area. 
During  the  past  few  years  very  little  slaughtering  has  taken  place 
as  the  majority  ol  purveyors  now  purchase  their  meat  in  the 
Manchester  markets.  The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the 
number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  area  during  the 
past  five  years. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.  1925. 


Registered  .  8  8  8 

Licensed  .  1  -  _ 

9  8  8 
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(c)  Other  Foods 

The  number  of  bakehouses  was  reduced  during  the  year  by 
one,  leaving  a  total  oil  50  on  the  register  at  present.  Conditions 
of  the  majority  are  quite  satisfactory  but  in  some  of  the  smaller 
houses  the  attention  given  to  general  cleanliness  and  to  the 
protection  of  food  is  inadequate.  The  introduction  of  the  new 
Public  Health  Act  of  1926,  whicli  came  into  operation  in  September 
last,  marks  an  important  step  in  Public  Health  administration 
in  several  respects,  by  no  means  the  least  important  being  the 
power  now  conferred  on  Local  Authorities  to  enforce  the  proper 
protection  of  all  food  intended  for  sale,  from  contamination.  As 
many  shop-keepers,  etc.,  appeared  to  be  in  doubt  regarding  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  concerned 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  calling  attention  to  par.  4  of  Section 
72  of  the  Act,  which  states  that  ‘‘the  occupier  .  .  .  and  every 
person  engaged  in  any  such  room  shall  take  all  such  steps  as  may 
be  reasonably  neces.sary  on  his  part  to  prevent  risk  of  contamina¬ 
tion  to  food  in  the  room,  and  to  secure  the  cleanliness  of  the  room 
and  of  all  articles,  apparatus,  and  utensils  therein.”  It  was 
pointed  out  in  the  letter  that  reasonable  precautions  are  obviously 
not  being  taken  when  food  is  openly  expose  to  flies  in  Summt  i , 
or  placed  in  such  a  position  that  dust  may  be  scattered  over  it  b) 
the  wind. 

(d)  Food  Poisoning, 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  reported. 


(e)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


The  County  Council  is  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  A  report 
kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Superintendent  Thompson,  of  the 
Lancashire  Constabulary,  Bury,  shows  that  87  samples  were 
purchased  in  the  district  under  these  Acts  during  the  year.  These 
were — 


Milk  .  57 

Carbonate  of  Soda .  2 

Epsom  Salts  .  2 

Mustard  .  2 

Butler  .  2 


Gregory  Powder* 


Cream  of  Tartar  .  2 

Magnesia  .  2 

^^argnrine  .  2 

Lard  .  2 


.  2  Coffee  .  2 

.  2  Co'ouncl  Rice  .  2 

Cround  Ginger  .  2  Baking  Powder  .  2 

Mr.  Thomp.son  state.s  that  all  of  the  above  samples  were  found 
to  be  genuine  on  analysis. 


XXVIII.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  concerning  the  incidence 
of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the  area  during  the  past  year. 


Total  Cases  Notified. 


HOSPITAL 


“Notifiable” 

Diseases. 

Tot;il 
C.ises 
at  all 
age£ 

rears. 

Un¬ 
ci  Cl 

1 

1—2 

2—3 

.t— 4 

3 — 5 

5 — 
10 

10— 

15 

15— 

20 

20— 

35 

35 — 
45 

45— 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Cases 

removed  to 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

in 

Hospital. 

Total  deaths 

tarlet  Fever  . 

iphtheria,  including 

CD  t 

1  i 

2 

UL 

CL 

20 

12 

2 

2 

2 

1 

52 

■  / 

... 

iNlemhranPous  (jroup  . 

iteric  Fever  . 

1 

...\ 

6 

3 

2 

7 

2 

21 

2 

1/ 

nallpox  . 

1 

1 

pate  Primarv  Pneumonia.. 

1 

jute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

f  52 

2 

4 

1 

i 

1 

7 

3 

5 

1C 

6 

10 

2 

20 

jerperal  Fever  . 

irebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

.ute  Poliomyelitis  . 

•  ute  Polio-Fncephalitis  _ 

vsentery  . 

tihthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

2 

■vsipelas  . 

12 

3 

6 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

Hmonary  Tuberculosis 

18 

1 

1 

3 

4 

6 

2 

1 

13 

2 

16 

!her  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

12 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

Totals  ..., . 

179 

4 

5 

y 

45 

21 

13 

30 

23 

15 

4 

95 

6 

43 

j~ 


Generally  speaking,  the  above  numbers  correspond  verv 
closely  with  the  averages  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
The  following  figures,  being  the  case  rates  per  1,000  persons 
living,  are  given  tor  comparison — 


Radcliffe 


is  given  by  the  following 

Disease  'S’l 

Diphtheria  . 

Erysipelas  . 


imall-Pox 

Scarlet  Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Puerperal 

Ery¬ 

r  ever 

Fever 

Fever 

sipelas 

0.14 

E23 

0.07 

O.OG 

0.39 

0 

2.-37 

0.87 

0.03 

0 

0.47 

figures  with  tho.se 

of  previous  years 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

;57 

39 

35 

21 

18 

22 

13 

n 

19 

18 

12 

36 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

59 

51 

3G 

42 

14 

60 

Tvphoid  Group  . 

2 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

5 

2 

6 

2 

3 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neontorum  .... 

3 

5 

4 

1 

0 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

29 

21 

84 

105 

93 

52 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  _ 

29 

28 

11 

27 

15 

18 

Non-pulmonary  ,,  _ 

24 

4 

13 

23 

29 

12 

The  only  disease  which 

showed  a 

noteworthy 

increase 

last 

year,  compared  with  1924,  was 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

but 

all  the  cases 

were  verv  mild  in  character 

and 

no  deaths  occurred. 

Indeed 

the 

spread  of  the  disease  was  to  a  great  extent  due  to  its  extreme 
mildness,  for  in  some  cases,  the  symptoms  were  so  slight  that 
children  infected  were  able  to  play  around  during  the  acute  stage, 
the  disease  not  being  diagnosed  until  the  desquamating  stage  had 
been  reached. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  Anti-toxin  to  medical 
practictioners  for  the  early  treatment  of  Diphtheria  remained 
unchanged.  Under  these  arrangements  the  doctors  can  at  any 
time  obtain  a  supply  from  a  local  chemist  and  the  Authority  accepts 
responsibility  for  payment.  The  demand  for  Anti-toxin  during 
the  year  was  again  very  small  owing  to  the  excellent  arrangements 
made  by  the  Hospital  Board  for  the  quick  removal  of  patients. 

Schick  and  Dick  Tests. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  detecting  persons  susceptible 
to  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  have  not  yet  been  made  use  of  in 
the  district.  The  value  of  the  tests  is  undoubted,  but  the  out¬ 
breaks  of  these  diseases  have  been  so  limited  that  wholesale 
testing  according  to  the  tests  was  not  justified. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  area.  Infected  articles 
are  disinfected  by  means  of  fumigation  and  spray,  the  disinfectant 
used  being  formalin.  In  special  cases,  articles  are  taken  to  the 
steam  disinfector  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital.  The 
number  of  premises  disinfected  last  year  was  103. 
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I  here  is  no  disinleslation  station  in  tlie  district,  but  in  excep¬ 
tional  cases,  cliildren  lound  to  he  verminous,  are  cleansed  at  the 
School  Clinic. 

Laboratory  Work. 

The  examination  of  specimens  of  sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  is 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  .34 
specimens  were  examined  during-  the  year  and  of  these  .5,  or  12 
per  cent,  proved  positive.  Other  specimens  for  examination  are 
sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester.  Tlie  numbers 
submitted  and  results  obtained  were  as  follows  ; — 

Number,  Positive.  Negative. 


Samples  ol1  Milk  for  bacteria  count  .  27  . —  _ 

Samples  of  Milk  for  presence  of 

Tubercle  Bacilli  .  28  2  26 

Swabs  from  suspected  Diphtheria  cases .  6  1  6 

Specimens  of  blood  from  suspected 

Typhoid  cases  3  1  2 


The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Tubercul¬ 
osis  notified  duiing  the  year,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  their  ag-e 
distribution.  All  the  cases  in  which  death  occurred  had  prev¬ 
iously  been  notified.. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age-Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  . 

1—5  . 

1 

— 

2 

' 

3 

— 

— 

! 

'  — 

5—10  . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

j  _ 

_ 

10—15  . 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

2 

15—20  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

20—25  . 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

25—35  . 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

35—45  . 

1 

5 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

4.5— .5.0  . 

55 — 65  . 

65  &  up’ds 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  . 

7 

iLj 

4 

8  i 

9  1 

7 

-4 

— — 1 

4 

— 

- -  ^ - - 

— 

18  12  16 
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The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
and  also  the  new  Public'  Health  Act,  which  came  into  operation 
during  the  past  year  confer  important  powers  on  Local  Authorities 
in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  "Work.  Under  the  first  men¬ 
tioned,  persons  suffering  from  Phthisis  are  forbidden  to  take  part 
in  the  milking  of  cows  or  in  the  handling  of  milk  and  compen¬ 
sation  may  be  paid  to  any  person  who  may  be  aggrieved  by  the 
recjuirement  of  these  regulations.  Under  vSection  (>2  of  the  New 
Public  Health  Act,  Local  Authorities  are  empowered  to  remove 
to  and  detain  in  hospital,  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
I'uberculosis. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  any  of  these 
matters  during  the  past  year. 

The  examination,  special  treatment,  and  general  supervision 
of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  are  arranged  by  the  County 
Authority  and  the  following  report  of  the  work  has  been  prepared 
h\  Dr.  J.  L.  Stewait,  M.A.,  D.P.H.,  Consultant  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  this  district: — 

During  the  year,  twenty-nine  notifications  of  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these,  18  were 
notified  as  sutfering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  12  from 
non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  18  pulmonary  cases,  8  were  found  to  have  tubercle 
bacilli  in  the  sputum,  3  negative  sputum,  a  had  no  expectoration, 
and  in  one  case  the  sputum  was  not  examined.  One  case  was  in 
an  Asylum  when  notified. 

The  12  non-pulmonary  cases  are  classified  as  follows: — 


Glands  . 5 

Meninges  .  1 

Wrist  .  1 

Abdomen  .  1 

Genito-urinary  .  1 

Iris  .  1  * 

Hip  . 1 

Knee  .  1 


Three  of  the  notified  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuherculosis  died 
during  the  year,  also  three  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  died 
including  one  from  .Meningitis. 
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T\vi>iity-one  ol  tlie  twenty-nine  eases  applied  for  treatment. 
In  the  remaining'  eiglit  cases,  no  application  was  made  for  various 
reasons,  e.g.  Died  immediately  after  notification,  diagnosis  not 
confirmed  after  examination,  in  institution  at  time  of  notification, 
and  refused  to  apply. 

Of  the  patients  who  applied  for  treatment,  five  were  sent  to 
Sanatoria,  two  to  a  Pulmonary  Ilospital  lor  advanced  cases,  five 
to  Oeneral  Hospitals  for  surgical  treatment,  etc.,  two  to  a  Sana¬ 
torium  for  treatment  of  non-pulmonary  cases,  and  the  remaining 
seven  cases  were  under  Dispensary  Supervision  only. 

In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  a  number  of  patients  are  sent 
to  the  dispensary  by  their  doctors  for  examination  and  diagnosis. 
During  the  year  1925,  thirty-two  such  cases  were  sent  by  the 
doctors.  School  Medical  Officer,  etc.  The  number  of  re-attend¬ 
ances  of  old  patients  at  the  Dispensary  w^as  two-hundred  and 
forty-nine. 

Sp>ecial  enquiries  are  always  made  as  to  the  health  of  other 
mmates  of  the  infected  houses,  and  eleven  of  these  contacts  were 
examined  during  the  year. 

In  supervision  and  visiting,  special  attention  is  paid  to  the 
open  cases,  i.e.  cases  where  tubercle  bacilli  are  present  or  have 
been  found  in  the  sputum.  On  the  1st  January,  1925,  there  were 
thirty-five  such  case  known  to  be  living  in  Radcliffe.  On  the  31st 
December,  1925,  there  were  thirty-two  positive  cases  living. 
These  figures  include  quiescent  and  arrested  cases. 

The  number  of  positive  cases  living  at  31/12/25,  who  had 
tubercle  bacilli  present  in  the  sputum  during  1925,  was  16.  The 
other  16  cases  had  either  negativ'e  sputuni  or  no  sputum. 

Nine  of  the  positive  cases  died  during  the  year  and  one 
positive  case  removed  from  the  district. 

The  ('ondition  as  to  isolation  at  home  ol  the  positive  cases 


was  as  follows  : — 

Separate  bedroom  . 

Separate  bed  .  15 

Unable  to  have  a  separate  bed .  12 


Fourteen  of  the  positive  cases  were  in  institutions  for  treat- 
nicnl  or  isolation  at  some  time  during  (he  year. 
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'riiree  huusinj^'  delects  were  reported,  but  none  of  these 
had  been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Eighty-six  specimens  of  sputum,  urine,  etc.,  from  Radcliffe 
were  examined  at  Asliton  Laboratory  during  the  year.  Of  these, 
twenty-one  were  positive,  and  sixty  five  were  negative. 

During  the  twelve  montlis,  nineteen  patients  were  discharged 


from  institutions  as  follows: — 

From  Sanatoria  . 1 

,,  Pulmonary  Hospital  ftjr  advanced  cases...  2 

,,  General  Hospital  lor  treatment  of  non- 

pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  7 

,,  Sanatoria  for  treatment  of  non-pulmonary 

disease  .  1 

The  results  on  discharge  were  as  follows  : — 

Quiescent  or  arrested  .  2 

Improved  .  14 

Died  .  2 

XXIX.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  WORK. 


Of  all  the  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Service  none  received 
a  greater  impetus  during  the  past  year  than  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Work.  The  opening  of  the  new  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  on  April  2nd,  was  followed  almost  immediately  by 
negotiations  being  undertaken  for  opening  a-  Maternity  Home.  At 
the  time  of  writing  this  Home  has  been  fully  equipped,  staffed,  and 
opened  both  officially  and  practically  for  2  cases  have  already  been 
admitted.  The  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  acquisition  of  two  !)uildings  so  admiral)ly  suited 
for  the  purposes  to  which  they  have  been  adapted,  for  a  Child 
Welfare  Centre  amid  nicer  surroundings  and  a  finer  Maternitv 
Home  could  not  be  found  anywhere.  The  benefits  which  are  thus 
being  conferred  upon  the  mothers  of  the  di.strict  and  upon  the 
rising  generation  are  incalculable,  for  tlie  increased  facilities  now 
offered  for  examination  and  observation,  in  addition  to  the  new 
opportunities  presented  for  acquiring  knowledge  concerning  the 
care  and  management  of  infants,  cannot  fail  to  produce  beneficial 
results.  Indeed  it  is  believed  that  the  value  of  the  Child  Welfare 
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Centre  is  already  in  evidence  ;  to  those  who  have  been  concerned  in 
its  opening',  and  to  all  who  have  .assisted  in  its  v\(>rl\inj^,  it  must  l)(‘ 
gratilving  to  know  that  the  infantile  mortality  for  the  past  year 
was  not  only  the  lowest  on  record  hut  for  the  first  time  in  all  the 
I  ecoi  ds  ol  vital  slalistics  available,  it  was  lower  than  the  rate  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Prior  to  April  of  last  year,  all  Maternity  and  Child  Welflare 
Work  was  carried  out  by  one  Health  Visitor,  who  devoted  the 
whole  of  her  time  to  the  work,  but  the  opening  of  the  Centre 
demanded  increased  assistance  and  it  was  arranged  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  Ministry  ofl  Health  that 
one  of  the  School  Nurses  should  devote  one  quarter  of  her  time  to 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work. 

At  first  the  Centre  was  open  one  day  per  week,  but  owing  to 
increased  attendance  a  second  day  became  necessary  and  since 
May,  two  sessions,  each  lasting  from  2  p.m.  till  4-30  p.m.  have 
been  held  twice  weekly.  Up  till  the  end  of  December,  the  register- 
contained  the  names  of  354  children  and  20  expectant  mothers. 
The  Centre  was  open  altogether  64  days  and  the  attendances  were 


as  follows  : — 

Attendances  by  inflants  under  1  year  of  age...  1216 

,,  ,,  children  over  1  year  of  age...  431 

,,  ,,  expectant  mothers  .  34 

Total .  1681 


The  success  of  the  Centre  has  been  due  in  no  small  measure 
to  the  enthusiasm,  tact,  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  Health 
Visitors  ;  also  to  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  committee 
of  voluntary  helpers  who  gave  so  much  of  their  time  in  assisting 
with  the  work.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  Miss  M.  Lofthouse,  who  attended  the  Centre  practicallv 
every  day  since  its  opening,  took  charge  of  the  registers,  and 
helped  in  numerous  other  ways.  During  the  year,  gifts  of  money, 
tea,  sugar,  biscuits,  garments,  etc.,  were  received  and  a  voluntary 
fund  was  thereby  established  by  which  assistance  was  rendered  to 
those  in  need.  Tea  and  bi.scuits  were  provided  to  all  who  attended 
the  Centre  at  a  cost  of  2d.  per  person  anrl  at  the  close  of  the  year 
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a  social,  which  was  greatly  appreciated,  was  provided  for  all  who 
had  been  attending  the  Centre,  the  entire  expenses  being  paid  for 
by  the  voluntary  funds.  The  following  statement  shows  the 
receipts,  and  expenditure  of  the  funds  with  the  balance  on  lis 
hand*  at  the  close  of  the  year: — 


RECEIPTS. 

PAYMENTS. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s 

d. 

To  various  sums  of  money 

By 

purchase  of 

received  .  8  8 

10 

Books  and  wool 

6 

10 

3 

Sale  of  books,  pamphlets 

} 

Milk  . 

1 

14 

3 

etc .  2  11 

7* 

Biscuits  . 

6 

6 

2 

Rec’pts  from  teas  16  1C 

Tea  . 

13 

10 

Sale  of  wood  .  6 

3 

Children’s  play- 

pen  . 

1 

10 

0 

By 

expenses  of 

Social  . 

6 

7 

7i 

Balance  in  hand 

5 

0 

104 

£28  2 

0 

£28 

2 

0 

The  supply  of  milk  free,  or  at  half  cost,  according  to  financial 
circumstances,  was  continued  throughout  the  year  to  the  nursing 
mothers,  expectant  mothers,  and  young  children,  but  the  demand 
was  not  not  so  great  as  in  1924.  The  following  figures  for  the 
oast  three  years  are  submitted  for  comparision  : — 


1923 

1924 

1925 

Families  assisted  . 

145 

149 

122 

Pints  of  fresh  milk  (free  of  charge) 

16,240 

21,368 

14,899 

Pints  of  fresh  milk  (at  half  cost)... 

0 

122 

679 

Pounds  of  dried  milk  (free  of  charge) 

0 

8 

22 

In  addition  to  maintaining  a  stock  of  dried  milk  at  the  Centre 
for  distribution  in  necessitous  cases  and  for  sale  in  other  suit¬ 
able  cases,  stocks  were  kept  of  various  foodstutls  which  are  known 
to  be  most  valuable  for  infants  and  nursing  mothers.  Packets  of 
these  were  sold  at  a  penny,  or  a  fraction  of  a  penny,  above  cost 
price,  and  in  exceptional  cases  packets  were  given  free  of  cost. 
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1  lie  rvet  lesult  was  a  ptaifit  nl  £1  7s.  fid.  on  the  year’s  working'. 

I  he  lollowing  statement  shows  tiie  total  stocks  issued  and  amounts 
received  : — 


Packets  0 

ivcni  free  I’ackels 

Money 

Cost 

oF  nackel i 

^  f  C  )St  S(il(l 

received 

Issued 

\  irolax  . 

38 

3  35 

£1 

17 

11 

£1 

18 

0 

\’irol  . 

2()() 

4  262 

14 

3 

10 

13 

(i 

0 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Xr  Malt 

17 

2  15 

0 

12 

6 

0 

13 

6 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emuls’n 

101 

11  90 

3 

15 

0 

4 

9 

5 

Ovaltine  . 

144 

5  139 

9 

16 

11 

9 

15 

0 

Virol  and  Milk  . 

43 

—  43 

4 

9 

7 

4 

6 

0 

Lactagol  . 

26 

~  26 

1 

10 

4 

1 

9 

10 

Trufood  . 

91 

—  91 

9 

9 

7 

9 

2 

0 

•Ambrosia  . 

shewn  obove  jgg 

10 

18 

6 

10 

7 

0 

Totals 

T56 

14 

2 

£55 

6 

9 

A  branch  of  the  Centre  s  functions  which  has  made  a 
good  beginning,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  expand  considerably  on 
account  of  its  importance,  is  the  ante-natal  section.  Considering 
the  great  amount  of  reticence  which  is  usually  attached  to  exam¬ 
inations  during  the  ante-natal  period,  34  visits  by  20  expectant 
mothers  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  Centre’s  working  must 
be  regarded  as  .satisfactory.  This  work  can  be  extended  only  by 
gi  eat  tact  and  patience  but  it  must  be  encouraged  in  every  wa\' 
possible  until  the  public  generally  appreciate  its  importance. 
If  expectant  mothers  would  only  realise  that  many  of  the  diseases 
of  pregnancy  and  most  of  the  complications  of  parturition  could 
be  avoided,  examinations  would  be  demanded  as  a  right;  some  of 
the  deaths  and  much  of  the  suffering  now  associated  with  child¬ 
bearing  would  then  be  eliminated.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
Maternity  Home  and  appointment  of  a  Matron  who  has  had  much 
experience  in  ante-natal  work,  a  special  session  for  ante-natal 
cases  is  held  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  on 
Tuesdays  from  1-30  p.m.  till  2  p.m.  ;  both  the  Matron  and  Medical 
Officer  are  in  attendance. 

Although  the  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
has  been  referred  to  af  .some  length,  it  must  not  be  assumed  that 
it  has  eclipsed,  or  superseded  in  any  way,  the  important  function 
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ot  liome  visiting'.  By  this  means  only  can  the  conditions  of  the 
homes  and  tlic  diiriculties  of  individual  motliers  I)e  fully  apprecia¬ 
ted.  Besides  there  are  always  a  few'  mothers  who  can  not,  or  will 
not,  attend  a  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  in  visiting  their  homes  the 
Health  \’isitors  render  valuable  servuce.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  work  performed  by  them  during  the  past  year: — ■ 


Number  of  first  visits  paid  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  47-j 
Number  of  revisits  paid  to  children  under  1  year  of  age...  l.‘U8 

Number  of  visits  to  children  over  one  and  under  five .  f57<l 

Ante-natal  visits  .  Ih2 

\’isits  following  still-births  .  20 

Visits  following  deaths  of  infants  .  11 


Total .  3394 


No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  during  the  year.  There 
were  two  deaths  associated  with  parturition  and  two  cases  ot 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  occurred.  The  latter  were  both  mild 
cases  :  they  were  treated  at  home  and  no  impairment  of  vision 
resulted. 


